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The 1956 & 1960 CAUTION Labels

by Stephen F Prest

Introduction

Previous articles in this series have described six variations of CAUTION Labels used by the
New Zealand post offices during the King George VI (1-4)and early QE 11 (s) periods.

This article describes the 1956 and 1960 CAUTION Labels which, on information presently to
hand, seems to have first appeared in the early Queen Elizabeth Il period. The Earliest Known
Usage dates of the 1956 and 1960 CAUTION Labels are 24 November 1956 and 25 January 1960
respectively.

The 1956 CAUTION Label

The 1956 CAUTION Labels exhibit two distinguishing features compared to the 1955 label. The
first is an enlarged Form designator “ [Mail 6. ” in the upper right hand corner. The second relates
to the text of the of the 1956 CAUTION Label, while also printed over seven lines as was the
case of the 1955 labels, which exhibits one important difference, i.e. the fourth line of the 1956
label text reads ... the use of the registration system. ”. By comparison, the shorter 1955 text
contained just three words ... the registration system. ”. Important dimensional characteristics of
the 1956 Label are shown below.

1956 CAUTION Label
Text Message (7 lines)
- 68 mm wide; 4th line reads:
CAUTION [Mail 6. “ the use of the registration system. >
The Post-office requires that letters Enlarged Type 1 Form “ [Mail 6.
containing coin, bank-notes, or other Bracket; with Full Stop
valuable enclosures be safeguarded by %
the use of the registration system.” *— = * CAUTION
This letter has been!| compulsorily pridaientioe b aitels
registered ~bBecause it is'is believed to | 22 mm in length
contain... ¥ L4, R & shortened underline; no Full Stop
i
Overall Dimensions
38mm (H) x 75Smm (W)

The 1956 Caution Label, illustrated overleaf, shows the Earliest Known Usage of these labels,
having been compulsorily registered and cancelled 24 NO 56 in Wellington, three days after it
had been posted in Wanganui. The fee for registration had been increased to 9d. on
1 November 1956, hence the double deficiency charge of 1s. 6d.

Earliest Known Use of the 1956 CAUTION “ [Mail 6. ” (Type 1 Enlarged) Labels

Postmark Route
Type 1 (Bracket & Full Stop) 24 Nov 1956 Wanganui to Wellington
Latest Known Date 6 March 1967 Pongaroa to Wellington
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The 1956 CAUTION Label /
CAUTION [Mail 6
Courtesy of the The Post-office requires that letters

1 containing coin, bank-notes, or other
JEﬂ‘Long Collecdon valuable enclosures be safeguarded by

the use of the registration system.
This letter has been compulsorily
registered be:ause it is believed to

- - - contain

g Chm)  —FoR .
7 Castle Stamps, N\, 2 ' K

17 Colway Streét,

\'

o
<4

"zado, Well!nglox

R No.573

WELLINCTON

Earliest Known Use of the 1956 CAUTION Label (Type 1 variety — Enlarged, Bracket &Full Stop)
affixed to a letter containing a coin — Registered 24 NO 56 in Wellington

The 1960 CAUTION Label

The format of the 1960 CAUTION Labels is similar to the 1956 Label with the exception that
the Post Office Form designator *“ Mail 6 ™ is in Size comparable to the 1955 and labels issued
from 1946 onwards. The Form designation of the four 1960 Labels examined to date are
printed without the leading Bracket and trailing Full Stop. These are referred to as Type 1c as
per the classifications described in the first article in this series @.

The fourth line of the first paragraph of the 1960 CAUTION Label reads “... the use of the
registration system.” which distinguishes it from the 1955 Label ®. The important dimensional
characteristics of the 1960 Label are shown below.

1960 CAUTION Label
Text Message (7 lines)

67 mm wide; 4th line reads:
CAUTION Mall 4 “the use of the registration system.

The Post-office requires that letters Type 1cForm “Mail 6
containing coin, bank-notes, orsothér no Bracket; no Full Stop
valuable enclosures be safeguarded by
the use of the regxsfra‘hon system. w

This letter hasi been compulsorily .

/regisfered because it is believed %o 23.mm in length

contaln jM ' underlined; no Full Stop

Overall Dimensions
38mm (H) x 7Smm (W)
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The 1960 Caution Label illustrated below shows the Earliest Known Usage of these labels,
having been irregularly posted, compulsorily registered and machine cancelled 25 JAN 1960
in Lower Hutt. The letter appears to have been overweight as the double deficiency charge of
1s. 8d. covered double the registration fee of 9d. plus the second weight fee of 1d. for an Inland
letter weighing between 1 and 2 ounces.

The 1960 CAUTION Label
| 35 | :’TT% CAUTION Mt
R' I\OI Iio ? ;3 The Post-office ;eq;ﬁre: 'hu'rle:::;:
3 & = containing. coin, bank-motes, ©
p f—CARE |\ 5 1 be $afeguarded by
LOWER HUTT \ ANC | e B :::u:zcoef":hee“:;isf:dion "
) t 1 — This letter has begn compulsorily
B 2 : s registered because #lis believed %o
THE PRUDENTIAL ASSURANCE CO. LTD. contain
' P.O. Box 291,
ol i WELLINGTON, C.1. |
g /2 5;3

Earliest Known Use of the 1960 CAUTION Label (Type 1¢c — No Bracket and no Full Stop)
affixed to a letter containing coin - Postmarked 25 JAN 60 in Lower Hutt

Earliest Known Use of the 1960 CAUTION ¢ Mail 6 ” (Type 1c) Labels

Postmark Route
Type 1c (Bracket & Full Stop) 25 Jan 1960 Lower Hutt to Wellington
Latest Known Date 10 Oct 1966 Christchurch to Palmerston North

.../ to be continued
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